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This magnificent compilation has three Plato writings: "Apology," "Crito," and "Phaedo." Though

apparently early works and not as complex or philosophically influential as later ones, they are

immensely important in portraying Socrates' trial and death. They are our clearest picture of the

historical Socrates and would be invaluable for this alone. Indeed, I have read hundreds - perhaps

thousands - of books, and this is one of my ten or so favorites, mostly because of how moving the

depiction of the great man's last days is. The story of Socrates' Apology and last moments is part of

world literature's very fabric, an immortal part of Western cultural heritage. Anyone who wants to

learn about Socrates should start here. However, the works have great value even aside from this; a

few have indeed questioned their historical veracity. This does not affect their philosophical, literary,

and political worth, which is of the highest, making the book doubly essential."Apology" is Plato's

least philosophical and most unrepresentative work but arguably his most important and is among

many readers' favorites, including mine. The book's title is misleading in that this is prose rather

than dialogue; it purports to be Socrates' self-defense at his trial. It is historically priceless if so, as it

gives his last public statements and some background about his life and the lead up to the trial.

Even if not, it is of immense worth as a passionate, sound defense of individualism and free speech;

its timeless evocation of these all-important concepts is forever associated with Socrates and the



main reason he has been immortalized. The work also piercingly examines the often vast

law/conscience gap and is thus an early higher law document.
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